
Lurline Street Project outline

Blue Mountains City Council together with 
Treeline Lurline Alliance request support to 
improve the amenity of Lurline Street, Katoomba, 
in recognition of its importance as the entry point 
to the Three Sisters, Echo Point, a significant 
domestic and international visitor destination. 

This project aligns with the Blue Mountains Local 
Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) medium term 
action which states: “7.6 Council will investigate 
opportunities for active transport connections  and 
public space/streetscape enhancement between 
town centres and significant tourism destinations 
including a focus on Lurline Street in Katoomba”. 

Introduction 

Katoomba is the administrative headquarters of the Blue 
Mountains City Council area. The town itself is an important 
visitor destination attracting 4.7M annually (2018, DNSW) while 
forecasts suggest visitation to reach 6.3M by 2038 (2019, TRA; 
URBIS). The main visitor attraction is the iconic Three Sisters, a 
bucket list destination recognised globally by its striking rock 
formation and its exceptional setting within a World Heritage 
Listed National Park. The Three Sisters at Echo Point is a 
designated Aboriginal Place – a site of utmost importance to 
both the Gundungarra and Darug Traditional Owners and this 
importance is reflected in the careful design and layout of the 
Echo Point platform, associated walkways and lookouts which 
provide uninterrupted views towards the Three Sisters.  

Visitors to the Three Sisters arrive, whether by car, coach or on 
foot, via Lurline Street, a 2.2 km stretch of roadway which 

despite its run-down condition, funnels a significant proportion 
of the 4.8M visitors annually to this world renowned 
destination. Lurline Street is the entry point to the Three Sisters 
and its public domain requires a complete upgrade.  

The Draft Echo Point Plan of Management, (EDAW 1995) 
recognised the significance of Lurline Street and states: 

“Lurline Street is the major route to Echo Point, a 
premier tourist attraction, and the most significant 
gateway within the Blue Mountains”.  

Blue Mountains City Council is encouraged by the efforts and 
advocacy of the Treeline Lurline Alliance and look forward to 
progressing this once-in-a-generation project in a collaborative 
process. 

Background 
Blue Mountains City Council first considered a feasibility for a 
major tree planting proposal in Lurline Street Katoomba in 
2009, after numerous earlier tree specimens either failed to 
thrive, died out or were removed. This previous work has 
demonstrated the complexity of the task and the importance of 
undertaking a holistic approach to the project. 

An assessment and feasibility analysis was undertaken and 
documented in a Council report that went before the elected 
body in November 2009, following a significant effort to locate 
all overhead and underground utilities. Its conclusion was: 

“There are significant constraints to achieving viable street tree 
planting in Lurline Street, namely the current layout of utilities 
in and over the footpath, and the condition of the kerb and 
road works. There is an opportunity to renew the entire public 
domain, incorporating footpath, road works, new kerbing and 
guttering and tree planting in an integrated fashion. While this 

is a large undertaking requiring access to large scale grant 
funding, the primacy of Lurline Street as a tourist link between 
Katoomba town centre and Echo Point and the existing 
qualities of the street make this a worthwhile project.” 

As Katoomba town centre and Echo Point have undergone 
significant design and refurbishment of high design quality in 
the last twenty years, Lurline Street, as the major road link 
between them can be seen as the missing link (see Lurline 
Street Site Analysis attached). While it is currently a pleasant 
and wide residential street, its public domain is ageing,  
run-down, and in some cases (such as kerbs and sections of 
footpath) no longer fit for purpose. While a number of 
constraints are clearly obvious, these can be addressed through 
appropriate design, engineering and relocation of utilities.  
Opportunities for enhancement of experience and amenity for 
both residents and visitors are considerable.

Lurline Street links Katoomba town centre with Echo Point.



Objectives & Key Opportunities 
Key outcomes of this project are: 

l1 Major Street Tree Planting to provide a tree lined boulevard 
of appropriate scale will landmark the approach to the 
international destination of Echo Point and provide a 
consistently high urban design standard between the 
town and Echo Point destination; 

l2 Improved stormwater drainage including elements of 
Water Sensitive Urban Design will be adequate to deal 
with peak flows, aid in delivering water to tree planting 
and provide runoff with water quality appropriate for its 
location close to the southern escarpment and Sydney’s 
water supply catchment; 

l3 Significantly improved pedestrian infrastructure to link the 
town centre with Echo Point – given the relatively low 
gradient – will provide a notable walk from the rail station 
through the town centre and on to Echo Point. This 
approach supports improvements in visitor experience 
outlined in the Blue Mountains Destination Management 
Plan (2017); 

l4 Potential cycle lanes as part of the Greater Blue Mountains 
Trail will also assist with the visitor experience and 
capitalise on an increasing international and local trend in 
terms of visitor and local methods of transport; 

l5 Provision of enhanced street furniture such as seating and 
water stations will provide a high level of amenity; 

l6 Significant interpretive material will provide enhanced 
understanding of the location’s multiple cultural layers and 
architecture; and 

l7 Improved traffic conditions and infrastructure will slow 
traffic and improve the experience for pedestrians. 

Proposal Methodology 
Council proposes a typical design methodology to allow an 
iterative process adapted to include consultation with both the 
community and key stakeholders. Additional investigations on 
traffic, heritage, and archeology on an as-needed basis can be 
incorporated. Funding will be required for concept 
development incorporating significant community and 

industry consultation. It is likely that road, drainage works and 
urban design implementation will need to be staged. 

Conclusion 
Blue Mountains City Council hopes that the necessary 
substantial funding can be identified for what is clearly a 
significant and worthy project that will undoubtedly enhance 
the perception of this iconic Australian destination in the eyes 
of both local and international visitors. 

Blue Mountains City Council requests $1 million in Federal 
funds to undertake feasibility studies in order to progress this 
important project, a gateway to the iconic Three Sisters at Echo 
Point. We look forward to working with both Federal and State 
Governments and a range of stakeholders in achieving these 
outcomes. 
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NOTE: Frequent communication with local residents, local businesses and other stakeholders such as bus companies will be an ongoing feature of the construction stages of this project. 

 
 

                         



   Katoomba Town Centre 

This street is a key link between 
Katoomba town centre and  
Echo Point, used by vast 
numbers of visitors.  

It has been a residential street that is slowly 
being transformed as houses are converted 
into businesses such as art galleries, 
restaurants, holiday accommodation and 
boutique businesses e.g. The Blue Mountains 
Chocolate Company.  

The street itself is characterised by: 

• Gutters whose height has been gradually 
lost through progressive road reseals, 
reducing its ability to channel stormwater ; 

• Broken kerbs and gutters; 

• Broken stormwater drains; 

• Absent or dysfunctional street tree 
planting; 

• Patched footpaths of low material quality; 
and 

• Overhead powerlines and significant 
services scattered underground.

Major commercial, tourism town, 
and administrative headquarters 
of Blue Mountains local 
government area.  

Multiple works have occurred over the last 
twenty years to improve public amenity and 
appearance, including: 

• Progressive renewal of town centre footpaths 
and kerbs; 

• Multiple public artworks to reference the 
town’s heritage and setting, the strong arts 
community, and its status as the inaugural 

City of the Arts; 

• Building of on-street dining opportunities 
with protection from passing traffic using 
walls and balustrades; 

• New leasing arrangements and redesign of 
the frontage to the State Heritage listed 
Carrington Hotel to provide a high quality 
town centre greenspace with opportunities to 
house festival and other events, and 

• Provision of town centre planting through 
training and equipping community volunteers 
which provides ongoing maintenance of high 
quality.

An iconic visitor destination with major 
work carried out since 2000 to provide: 

• A major viewing platform of appropriate very 
high design quality that accommodates the 
tourism visitation (running at 4.5 million 
annually prior to the bushfire emergency and 
Covid19 shutdown) 

• A refurbished Visitor Information Centre 

• Modern access arrangements 

• Appropriately robust and maintainable 
facilities for high visitation rates 

• New gathering place and nightlit walkways 
due for completion in August 2020
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